
 

Master's degree programmes / double degree pro-
grammes 
taught in English or with international relevance 
 
1. General information   
In order to cater to the increasing demand and to acknowledge the pro-
gress of globalisation, Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-
Nürnberg (FAU) and many other German universities have introduced a 
range of  degree programmes taught in English. By participating in dou-
ble degree programmes, students can be awarded a degree from an in-
ternational partner university in addition to the degree awarded by their 
home university.  
In the winter semester 2009/2010, several Master's degree pro-
grammes were launched at each Faculty which are of interest to both 
domestic and international prospective students, especially those who 
are interested ín studying an international degree programme. Interna-
tional degree programmes are degree programmes which specialise in 
content and research from different countries and cultures. These de-
gree programmes will be partially taught in English and generally in-
clude mandatory language courses or international study. Course 
literature is often only available in English.   

2. Degree programmes at FAU  
It is important for students to recognise that a knowledge of the German 
language is necessary for coping effectively during their time in Germa-
ny. Most importantly, each of the degree programmes taught in English 
contain varying degrees of teaching in German regardless of subject 
combinations and specialisation, which means that achieving a degree 
without the appropriate German language proficiency is not possible.   

2.1. Degree programmes taught mostly in English  
The following Master's degree programmes are taught mostly in English 
but also include varying degrees of teaching in German. Appropriate 
knowledge of German is highly recommended for these programmes 
and is required in some cases. Detailed information:  
http://www.fau.de/studium/studienangebot/Master_2010.pdf  

Master's degree  
(Type of degree) 

Ratio Eng-
lish:German 

English 
level 

German 
level 

English Studies (MA) 90:10 C1 DSH 2 

International Infor-
mation Systems  
(IIS) (MSc) 

40:60 * up to 
max. 70:30 * 

UNIcert 3 A2 

The Americas/Las 
Américas (MA)  

40% English 
40% Spanish 
20% German 

C1 + B2 
(Spanish) 

DSH 2 

*Dependant on specialisation 

2.2. Degree programmes taught in English 
These programmes do not require German language proficiency. Alt-
hough German language proficiency is not required for admission, we 
recommend that students learn or have learnt some German. 

Master's degree  
(Type of degree) 

Ratio Eng-
lish:German 

English  
Level** 

Chemical and Bioengineering 
(MSc)  

50:50 * up to 
100:0 * 

TOEFL if ap-
plicable 

Chemistry (MSc) 100:0 C1 

Computational Engineering (MSc)  >90: <10:* TOEFL 560+ 

Communications and Multimedia 
Engineering (MSc) 

100: 0 TOEFL  
iBT 79+ 

Development Economics and In-
ternational Studies (MA) 

100:0 C1 

International Business Studies 
(MSc) 

100: 0 TOEFL  
iBT 100+/ 

Life Science Engineering (MSc) 50:50 up to 
100:0 * 

TOEFL if ap-
plicable 

Materials Physics (MSc) up to 100:0* TOEFL  
iBT 90+ 

Medical Engineering (MSc) 
(branch of study: Medical Imaging 
and Data Processing) 

100:0 C1 

Molecular Science (MSc)  >90: <10 C1 

North American Studies:  Culture 
and Literature (MA) 

100:0 C1 

Physical Activity and Health (MA) 100:0 B2 

Physics (MSc) up to 100:0 * TOEFL  
iBT 79+ 

* dependant on course choice 
** further recognised English language certificates:  
http://www.fau.eu/studying/degree-programmes/equivalence-table.php  

2.3. Elite Master's degree programmes taught in English  
FAU offers Elite Master's degree programmes in co-operation with the 
Elite Network Bavaria (ENB). The Elite Master's degree programmes 
qualify high-achieving students throughout Bavaria for top research and 
management positions especially in the economic sector.  
Master's degree programmes (Type of degree) Ratio Eng-

lish:Germa
n 

Advanced Materials and Processes (MSc)  >90: <10 

Advanced Optical Technologies (MSc)  100: 0 

Bavarian Graduate School of Computational Engi-
neering (MSc)* 

>90: <10 

*Dependant on course choice 

2.4. Degree programmes taught in other languages 
Degree programmes taught in other languages include German and 
French Law (LLM) and The Americas/Las Américas (MA), although 
German language proficiency is at least recommended if not required. 
German and French Law is offered as a double degree programme in 
co-operation with the University of Rennes. Students from Erlangen can 
achieve the first State Examination in law at FAU and students from 
Rennes can achieve a Master of Laws degree (LLM). German and 
French Law students can achieve Licence en droit - juriste franco-
allemand or Master Droit européen – spécialité juriste franco-allemand 
degrees at the University of Rennes within the programme.   

2.5. Degree programmes with international focus/contents 
In addition to the Master's degree programmes listed above, FAU also 
offers degree programmes which focus on international contents but are 
mainly taught in German. DSH 2 German language proficiency is re-
quired for admission to these programmes.. Proficiency requirements 
for other languages are listed in the table below: 

Degree programme (type of degree) Language proficiency 

International Business Studies (BSc) N.A. 

International Production Engineering 
and Management (BSc) 

N.A. 

Human Geography (BA; MA) N.A. 

European Master in Lexicography (MA) B1 (Engl.) 

Literary Studies – Intermedial and inter-
cultural (MA)  

N.A. 

Middle Eastern Studies (MA) 30 ECTS credits (Arabic or 
Turkish) 

There is also a large number of degree programmes in languages and 
cultural studies at FAU, all of which have an international focus. 

 



 

3. Double degree programmes 
Over the past few years, agreements on double degrees have been 
made with several partner universities. As a result, study stays abroad 
are now firmly integrated into these programmes. FAU is part of an in-
ternational network of universities and has close contacts with approxi-
mately 500 partner institutions in 62 countries. As part of the Bologna 
process, existing international double degree programmes have been 
converted to double Master's degrees. These programmes are not only 
important for meeting the demands of the European common market 
and learning the languages and cultures of our European neighbours: 
diverse export markets and new competitors require sensitivity and a 
profound knowledge of other countries and their cultural backgrounds.  

3.1. Funding through DAAD 
DAAD provides funding for students in some double degree pro-
grammes as part of 'Integrated international double degree pro-
grammes'. Information on the 2011/2012 programme: 
https://www.daad.de/hochschulen/internationalisierung/doppel-
abschluss/05042.de.html 
This programme awards funds from the Federal Ministry for Education 
and Research to university degree programmes with participants of the-

se programmes receiving partial scholarships. With the exception of 
one Bachelor’s degree programme there are only Master's degrees 
available as double degree programmes at FAU. Whether DAAD fund-
ing is available for the Master's degrees listed below should be clarified 
on an individual basis.  

3.2. Double degree programmes at FAU  
To start a double degree programme, candidates must have achieved a 
Bachelor's degree and must be enrolled in a suitable Master's degree 
programme. In the double degree programmes at the Faculty of Busi-
ness, Economics, and Law at FAU, the third and fourth semesters are 
spent at the foreign partner university. Students study 60 ECTS credits 
at both universities, in degree programmes which are co-ordinated and 
recognised by each university. The Master's thesis is written at the 
partner university under the supervision of a second reviewer from the 
home university. Candidates apply for double degree programmes lo-
cally by contacting the co-ordinator responsible (more information and 
contact details are available under: 
http://www.fau.eu/studying/degree-programmes/english.shtml#double-
programmes  

Degree Programme (FAU) Partner universities 
Degree  
(partner university) 

Contact  

Chemistry (MSc) 
 University of Tongji, VR China    
 University of Wollongong, Australia    

 Prof. Dr. Jürgen Schatz 

Chemical Engineering – Nachhaltige 
Chemische Technologien (MSc) 
(planned) 

 Dongseo University, Busan, South Korea MEng or MSc 
Prof. Dr. Buchholz 
Prof. Dr. Dörnenburg 

Computational Engineering (MSc)    Kungliga Tekniska Högskolan Stockholm (KTH), Swe-
den 

MSc Computational 
Science and Engi-
neering 

Prof. Dr. Rüde 

Development Economics and Interna-
tional Studies (MA) 

 Universität Baghdad, Iraq 
 Salahhadin Universität, Erbil, Iraq 
 Mustansiriya Universität Baghdad, Iraq 

MSc in Economics 
Prof. Dr. Bahadir 
 
  

Deutsch-Französisches Recht  
(German and French Law) 
(State examination/LL.M.)   

 Universitè de Rennes I, France 
License & Maîtrise 
en Droit   

Prof. Dr. Freitag 
Thomas Bischoff 
 
  

European Master in Lexicography 
(EMLex) (MA)   

 Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain 
 Károli Gáspár Református Egyetem Budapest, Hungary  
 Uniwersytet Śląski w Katowicach (Kattowitz) , Poland 
 Université de Lorraine , France 
 Universidade do Minho, Portugal 
 Universidade de Santiago de Compostela, Spain 
 Stellenbosch University, South Africa 

dependant on part-
ner university 

Prof. Dr. Schierholz 
 
 

International Business Studies (MSc)   Ecole de Management de Strasbourg, France  
 

Master Grande 
Ecole 
 

Prof. Steul-Fischer 
Jörg Reisner 

International Business Studies (MSc)  Universidad de Alcala de Henares, Spain 
Master Universitario 
en Management y 
Gestión del Cambio 

Prof. Dr. K.-I. Voigt 
Jörg Reisner 

International Production Engineering 
and Management (BSc)                  Università degli studi di Palermo, Italien  

Prof. Dr. Merklein 
Dr. Oliver Kreis 

Life Science Engineering (MSc) 
(planned)  Dongseo University, Busan, South Korea MEng or MSc 

Prof. Dr. Buchholz 
Prof. Dr. Dörnenburg 

Management (MSc) 
 

 Ecole de Management de Strasbourg, France 
 

Master Grande 
Ecole 
 

Prof. Steul-Fischer 
Jörg Reisner 

Management (MSc)     Universidad de Alcalá de Henares, Spain 
Master Universitario 
en Management y 
Gestión del Cambio 

Prof. Dr. K.-I. Voigt 
Jörg Reisner 

Marketing (MSc)  Ecole de Management de Strasbourg, France 
Master Grande 
Ecole 

Prof. Steul-Fischer 
Jörg Reisner 

Molecular Science (MSc) 
 University of Tongji, VR China      
 University of Wollongong, Australia     

 
Prof. Dr. Jürgen Schatz 
  

 
4. Addresses and contact details 

Student Information Centre (IBZ) 
Schloßplatz 3, 91054 Erlangen, Phone: +49 (0)9131 85 -2333 or -24444  
E-mail: ibz@fau.de   

 

Master's Office  
Schlossplatz 3, 91054 Erlangen 
E-mail: zuv-masterbuero@fau.de  
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